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Study Reveals Promising Impact of El 
Monte's Guaranteed Income Program

The City of El Monte has proudly 
announced the successful impact of its 
pioneering Guaranteed Income 
Program (GIP), as revealed in the latest 
evaluation study. This pilot program, a 
collaborative effort between the City 
and RAND Corporation, with support 
from USC Sol Price School of Public 
Policy, has shown promising results in 
enhancing the well­being of 125 
participants.

Launched in April 2023, the GIP 
aimed to provide $500 in assistance to 
selected residents, mitigating the 
economic strain caused by the COVID­
19 pandemic and enhancing their 
overall quality of life. The program 
attracted over 2,500 applications, with 
125 individuals selected to participate 
in the pilot program. Eligible 
participants were female heads of 
household (no spouse present) with 
children under 18 years, experiencing 
economic strain due to COVID­19, El 
Monte residency, and with a verified 
household income at or below the 
poverty level based on U.S. 
Department of Commerce thresholds.

The impact evaluation study, led by 

the RAND Corporation and USC Sol 
Price School of Public Policy, focused 
on a range of outcomes, including 
economic security, housing stability, 
health, and self­efficacy. Preliminary 
findings from surveys and focus groups 
indicate significant improvements in 
participants' lives.

Key statistics from the pre­
intervention survey revealed a diverse 
participant age range, with a notable 
percentage of young adults. A majority 

of participants identified as Latinx or 
Hispanic. Many reported 
experiencing depressive symptoms, 
feeling nervous or stressed most of 
the time, and debt influencing their 
life a great deal.

Preliminary findings of the impact 
of the GIP include reduced 
depressive symptoms, stress, anxiety, 
and economic strain. Participants 
also reported improved housing
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The Rosemead School District 
Board of Trustees and District 
Administration proudly announce Mr. 
Mark Baum as the recipient of the 
esteemed Golden Apple Award for his 
exceptional volunteer work within 
the Rosemead School District. 

This prestigious award serves as a 
testament to individuals who have 
displayed unwavering dedication and 
commitment to positively impacting 
students through their volunteer 
efforts.

Mr. Baum was honored during a 
special ceremony held on February 
27, 2024, where he was accompanied 
by his wife, Mrs. Linda Baum, a 
retired teacher from the Rosemead 
School District. 

The Golden Apple Award, 
organized by the North West San 
Gabriel Valley Association of 
California School Administrators 
(ACSA), celebrates the invaluable 
work and contributions of 
exceptional volunteers. It is bestowed 
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upon individuals who go above and 
beyond to support and uplift their 
district community.

"His dedication to serving and 
supporting our kids beyond the 
classroom earned him this 
recognition,” shared Superintendent Dr. 
Alejandro Ruvalcaba.

“On behalf of the Board of Trustees, 
we congratulate and thank Mr. Mark 
Baum for his  dedication to the 
Rosemead School District students as a 
long­time substitute teacher and coach 
to the  Muscatel Running Team.” 
expressed Board President Mr. John 
Quintanilla. 

Mr. Baum's passion for volunteerism 
and his tireless efforts to create a better 
world align impeccably with the values 
that the Golden Apple Award seeks to 
honor. 

This well­deserved recognition 
serves as recognition of Mr. Baum's 
exceptional contributions and his 
unwavering dedication to serving 
others, making a profound difference in 
the lives of Rosemead School District 
students.

The Rosemead School District 
extends its heartfelt congratulations to 
Mr. Mark Baum and expresses sincere 
gratitude for his invaluable volunteer 
work, which has significantly enriched 
the educational journey of countless 
students. 

Mr. Baum's recognition with the 
Golden Apple Award stands as a 
testament to his outstanding 
contributions and serves as an 
inspiration for others to follow in his 
footsteps.

Rosemead School District 
Delivers A Golden Apple 

Parkview School 
Celebrates America

A beloved El Monte tradition, 
Parkview School’s 49th Annual 
Americanism Parade succeeded in  
bringing the school and community 
together to celebrate America. 
Following this year’s parade theme, 
“We  Love America” the parade 
showcased the exceptional Head Start 
preschool and Transitional 
Kindergarten  through 8th grade 
students, staff and families that make 
up Parkview School, as well as the 
many excellent  programs including 
AVID, Leadership, Spanish Dual­
Immersion, Students Run LA, 
Seaperch Aquatic  Robotics, Chess 
Club, Renaissance, sports, cheerleading 
and more.  

Leading off the parade, carrying the 
American Flag was 7th grade teacher, 
Diocelina Benitez­Ortegon the  only 
current Parkview Eagle to have served 

in the military. Benitez­Ortegon 
served in the Army National Guard  
and trained as a 91 Bravo Medic. 

 The joyful parade also featured El 
Monte Police Department personnel, 
Fire Department staff, Parkview’s  
volunteers, Mountain View School 
District’s (MVSD) maintenance and 
transportation departments, Think  
Together staff, Crossroads staff, El 
Monte Parks and Recreation 
programs, Safe Routes to School, 
Parkview  alumni Fernando Andrade 
of the Manifest Destiny Foundation, 
and the exceptional marching bands, 
tall flags,  drill teams and 
cheerleaders from South El Monte 
High School, El Monte High School 
and Mt. View High  School. 

Marching by classroom, the 
patriotic cheers from the students,
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El Monte Union's Mural 
Unveiling Sets the 

Stage for Clean Mobility
El Monte Union Hig

h School District (EMUHSD) celebr
ated a milestone in its commitment t
o clean mobility awareness with a dy
namic ribbon­
cutting ceremony on Feb. 23, which 
marked the completion of an eye­
catching 80­foot­
long mural, visible to tens of thousan
ds of commuters on the 60 freeway, 
and elect
ric vehicle (EV) car wraps that aim t
o encourage the use of clean transpor
tation. The projects marked the culm
ination of the District’s Clean Mobili
ty in Schools Pilot Project.

Students, administrators, project 
partners, parents, and representatives 
of local elected officials were also 
treated to a screening of the 
District’s new “Clean Energy 
Careers” animation created by 
renowned artist Lalo Alcaraz. The 
new animation aims to inspire the 
next generation of students to 
explore career opportunities that can 
positively impact air quality.

“At the beginning of this project, 
we met with students to get a better 
understanding of what is important 
to them and how we can educate the 
community about clean mobility and 
wow did they really blow our minds 
with the type of answers they were 
providing,” Alcaraz said during the 
ceremony. “From that meeting on, 
we took what we learned from them 
to create two animations, which 
feature the voices of El Monte Union 

students and administrators, as well as 
this beautiful mural, and the car wrap 
designs.”

The District also partnered with 
Alcaraz and his team at Pocho Villa 
Productions to create the animated 
short, “Taking a Healthy Ride on the 
Green Side,” which focuses on how 
choosing green transportation options to 
get to school can improve community 
health.

“This project to electrify El Monte 
Union’s vehicle fleet and promote clean 
energy has been a true team effort,” 
EMUHSD Facility and Energy Manager 
Lena Luna said. “I am extremely proud 
of our transportation department, our 
bus drivers, and our students who have 
fully embraced this transition. 
Sustainability has been something our 
District has always advocated for, and 
we thank the California Air Resources 
Board for backing us every step of the 
way.”

In 2020, El Monte Union was 
awarded a $9.8 million grant by the 
California Air Resources Board 
(CARB) to fund a cluster of Clean 
Mobility measures that promote the use 
of zero­emission vehicles and clean 
transportation options for students, 
parents, and staff, while also developing 
innovative career technical education 
modules on clean energy careers for 
students.

The Clean Mobility in Schools Pilot 
Project transformed mobility for 
EMUHSD by adding 11 electric school 
buses to the fleet, 11 all electric utility 

maintenance carts, six electric ride 
share vehicles, and charging 
infrastructure, enabling the District to 
serve more students and enhance safety 
through the development of School 
Mobility and Active Transportation 
Plans.

“Through the generous support from 
CARB and California Climate 
Investments, El Monte Union is 
helping to lower the harmful emissions 
that affect our community and our 
climate,” EMUHSD Board President 
Ricardo Padilla said during the ribbon­
cutting event. “There is no question 
that educating the next generation of 
students on clean initiatives, 
encouraging active transportation 
options, and preparing them to work in 
a green economy is a critical part of 
fostering a legacy of environmental 
stewardship.”

The Clean Mobility in Schools Pilot 
Project is part of California Climate 
Investments, a statewide initiative that 
puts billions of Cap­and­Trade dollars 

to work reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions, strengthening the 
economy, and improving public 
health and the environment – 
particularly in disadvantaged 
communities. For more information, 
visit emuhsdmobility.com.

“As we celebrate the completion of 
our wonderful Clean Mobility in 
Schools Pilot Project, I cannot 
overstate how incredible the impact 
of this initiative has been for our 
students and community,” EMUHSD 
Superintendent Dr. Edward Zuniga 
said. “I want to thank CARB, our 
project partners in the private sector, 
Mr. Alcaraz, and our outstanding staff 
for working together to allow our 
District to be a part of this important 
project. By reducing emissions from 
transportation, we are contributing to 
cleaner air and a healthier 
environment for all the residents of 
our amazing community.” (Story and 
Photo by VMA Communications)

Sports Medicine Education 
Takes Center Stage

The El Monte Union Sport 
Medicine Program students recently 
had an educational and immersive 
experience at the National Honors 
Society Sports Mediicine 
(NHSSM)Seminar Field Trip. This 
exciting event provided students 
with hands­on activities and valuable 
insights into various aspects of 
sports medicine.

During the seminar, students had 
the opportunity to participate in 
practical sessions that focused on 
essential skills such as spine 
boarding, splinting, CPR, 
rehabilitation activities, and an 
interactive anatomy review. These 
hands­on activities allowed the 
students to apply their theoretical 
knowledge in a real­world setting, 

fostering a deeper understanding of 
sport medicine practices.

The field trip not only provided a 
platform for learning but also offered a 
chance for the students to appreciate the 
achievements of basketball legend Kobe 
Bryant. 

As part of the day's itinerary, the 
students had the privilege of visiting the 
new Kobe Bryant statue, paying 
homage to his contributions to the 
world of sports and inspiring future 
generations.

To finish the day, the students were 
treated to an exhilarating experience at 
Crypto.com Arena, where they 
witnessed a thrilling Clippers game. 
This experience not only served as a 
reward for their hard work but also 
allowed them to observe the practical 
application of sport medicine 
techniques in a live sports setting.

The NHSSM Seminar Field Trip 
proved to be an invaluable experience 
for the El Monte Union Sport Medicine 
Program students them with, providing 
them with a unique opportunity to 
enhance their knowledge, refine their 
skills, and gain practical insights into 
the dynamic field of sports medicine.

Educators Embrace the 
Power of AI

In an exciting initiative aimed at 
harnessing the potential of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) in education, over 
forty enthusiastic teachers and staff 
recently participated in an enlightening 
workshop organized by the Outreach 
and Technical Assistance Network 
(OTAN). 

The workshop commenced with an 
exploration of the fundamentals of AI, 
ensuring participants had a solid 
understanding of this rapidly evolving 
field. 

Attendees then delved into the 
exciting world of AI prompting, 
discovering innovative ways to utilize 
AI to prompt critical thinking, 
problem­solving, and creativity among 
students.

One of the highlights of the 
workshop was the introduction of 
ChatGPT, a cutting­edge AI tool 

designed to facilitate 
interactive and engaging 
conversations. 

Educators were provided 
hands­on training on how to 
effectively leverage ChatGPT 
to create dynamic learning 
experiences, fostering deeper 
engagement and knowledge 
retention.

Ethical considerations were also a 
crucial aspect of the workshop, with 
educators gaining insights into the 
responsible use of AI in the 
classroom. 

Discussions centered around 
ensuring the ethical and equitable 
application of AI technologies, while 
empowering students to become 
discerning consumers of AI­
generated content.

The OTAN workshop served as a 
platform for educators to embrace the 
power of AI and explore its potential 
as a transformative tool in education. 

Incorporating AI in education holds 
immense promise, and workshops 
like these are instrumental in 
empowering educators to leverage 
this technology responsibly and 
ethically. 
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Three Dot Lounge...
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THEME: MARCH 
MADNESS

ACROSS
1. Window addition?
6. Huge software 
company
9. Spill the beans
13. Watcher
14. Acronym, abbr.
15. Words to live by
16. Ocean­dwelling 
____ ray
17. Polynesian 
necklace
18. "Once upon a 
midnight dreary" bird
19. *Fill­in­the­blanks, 
March Madness style
21. *"One ____ 
Moment"
23. Like jalapeño

24. Give off
25. Bean counter?
28. *Dominate 
opponent, slangily
30. *____­elimination 
tournament
35. Bricklayers' 
carrier
37. Wood sorrels
39. Jeweler's unit
40. Alight, past tense
41. Swings around
43. Spice Girl
44. Bubonic plague 
carriers
46. Away from wind
47. D'Artagnan's 
sword
48. *Elite Eight, or 
the ____ round of 
tournament
50. Bono's bandmate, 

with The
52. Make a mistake
53. Landlord's due
55. Small lump
57. *State Farm 
Stadium state
61. *Not pro
65. Chocolate 
substitute
66. Hot temper
68. Derived from 
oats
69. Cuckoo
70. Sir George Ivan 
Morrison's stage 
name
71. Baby at a recital
72. Have supper
73. Young newt
74. Many 
affirmatives

DOWN
1. Brush alternative
2. Culture­growing turf
3. Long forearm bone
4. Satyr
5. City in Poland
6. *Delta Center location: 
____ Lake City
7. Hole­in­one
8. Type of polyhedron
9. Raisin's breakfast 
companion
10. Denim innovator
11. Port in Yemen
12. Toker's pipe
15. Professional reviewer
20. Not pathos
22. Not hers
24. Shoulder rank display
25. Winnowing leftovers
26. Chicken in Mexico
27. Farewell in Paris
29. *School with most 
NCAA basketball titles
31. Back of the neck
32. Search blindly
33. Lightsaber beam
34. Olden days anesthetic
36. *____ player
38. Garden starter
42. D.S., in sheet music
45. Dance club light
49. Female chicken
51. Speech at a funeral
54. Lacking guile
56. What speakers do
57. LSD, e.g.
58. Indian princess
59. Turkmenistan's 
neighbor
60. *Type of defense
61. One tenth of a dime
62. Airline postings, acr.
63. Type of pool
64. What means justify
67. Churchill's "so few"

Cracker 
Barrel
by Mike McClure

So much to do, and it is already 
March. 

This year is going fast, Sunday it is 
time to set the clocks again an hour 
forward. Then its only three weeks 
until Easter. 

But I am getting a head of myself. 
This week we got a little break from 

the rain, Profe told me an old saying 
about March, “In like a lion out like a 
lamb” I hope he’s right. 

After all the rain we’ve had it 
certainly seems like March came in 
like a lion. Trouble with rain is that 
neither one of us likes to stay put, we 
want to get out. 

I have told you about all the groups I 
attend. Yesterday I finally got to my 
VIP meeting at the Senior Center, we 
meet every Tuesday morning at 9:00 
am and usually there is an interesting 
speaker from the city who comes by 
and then I can work out at the gym and 
have lunch, all without leaving the 

building. 
I went to the movies with a friend 

and then home. I admit, I don’t 
understand people that don’t enjoy 
retirement. I love it and I keep busy.

I am able to keep busy working on 
projects that I am passionate about, 
like housing. 

For years I worked as a housing 
manager for a large company with 
many units. Currently the Rio Hondo 
Community Housing Corps in the El 
Monte area, is planning an event in 
June, the “Housing For All” 
conference. Where they will bring 
together experts in the field to 
discuss housing needs in the 
community. 

Because of my work background I 
am really looking forward to being 
part of this, and I will keep you 
informed as I learn more about the 
details.

Stay busy.

…so the other day , after reading 
about Mr. Ed being from El Monte, a 
friend told me that she had grown up 
in El Monte. She was curious about a 
couple of things from her childhood. 

One was the Lion Farm, to be 
honest I get questions often about 
Gay’s Lion Farm, usually from 
people, like my friend, who think 
they remember hearing the lions but 
actually aren’t old enough to have 
heard them.

Gay’s Lion Farm was established 
in 1925 by Charles & Muriel Gay. 
The farm was where the 10 overpass 
crosses Peck here in El Monte. 

If you look close there is a bronze 
statue of a lion there now, a twin to 
the one in front of El Monte H.S. 

At its height of popularity there 
were over 200 lions there and it was 
one of the most popular attractions in 
So. Calif. 

The Lion Farm was closed in 1942 
during the war because they couldn’t 
supply the ton of horse meat that the 
lions need for food each day. 

There are many stories about 

Working 
OverTime
by Cynthia Huizar

 www.midvalleynews.com

alleged escapes over the year but the 
most documented was in 1928 when 
someone left a cage door unlocked and 
some of the lions got out. 

Tthe trainer Joe Hoffman was 
mauled but was able to shoot and kill 
one of the lions while a local police 
officer shot another one. 

Another question I get a lot is about 
the old duck farm in El Monte. I 
assume they mean the Woodlands 
Farms. 

In truth I think that it was actually in 
Whittier. That was the big one west of 
the 605. With over 80,000 ducks it 
was…quite the smell. To this day I 
swear I can still smell it when I am 
driving South on the 605. Woodland 
Farms closed in 2001.

{NOTE: Joe Hoffman was not 
related to Chuck Hoffman, the current 
Vice President of the El Monte 
Historical Society, who helps us a lot 
when we are researching this column in 
our attempt to be accurate. Joe 
Hoffman, the trainer, died shortly after 
the encounter with the lion from 
infection of his wounds}

A pet shop owner had a parrot with a sign on its cage that said 
"Parrot repeats everything it hears." 

A young man bought the parrot and for two weeks he spoke to it 
and it didn't say a word. He returned the parrot but the shopkeeper 
said he never lied about the parrot. How can this be?

Though it be cold, I wear no clothes, 
the frost and snow I never fear; 
I value neither shoes nor hose, 
And yet I wander
far and near; 
My diet is forever good, I drink no cider, port,
nor sack;
What Providence doth send for food, I neither buy,
nor sell, nor lack.

Riddles
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 stability. The cash transfers 
provided through the program were 
primarily spent on basic needs such 
as food, rent, gas, and school 
supplies.

"The findings from the study are in 
line with results that we have seen 
from similar Guaranteed Income 
Programs across the country and 
internationally. Through direct 
financial assistance, we are able to 
see tangible and positive outcomes 
that contribute to the improved 
overall well­being of women and 
children who were hit the hardest 
during the pandemic," shared Dr. 
Emma Aguila, Associate Professor at 
the Sol Price School of Public Policy 
and Adjunct Senior Economist at the 
RAND Corporation.

In July 2023, the participants 

received their first monthly cash 
transfer of $500, and the final cash 
transfer is scheduled for May 31, 2024. 
As the program progresses, 
participants will be offered financial 
literacy workshops, and a follow­up 
survey will be conducted to further 
assess the long­term impact.

The City of El Monte remains 
committed to supporting its residents 
through innovative initiatives like the 
Guaranteed Income Pilot Program. The 
program's early success underscores 
the potential of guaranteed income as a 
tool for social and economic 
empowerment in the community. By 
addressing the immediate financial 
needs of vulnerable households, the 
GIP has demonstrated its ability to 
positively impact the lives of 
participants, providing a foundation for 
future policies aimed at reducing 
inequality and improving overall well­
being.

Amercia
From Page 1

celebrating their love for America 
could  be heard loudly as they made 
their way down the parade route lined 
with proud parents, community  
members, Parkview School retirees 
and students from surrounding schools. 
 “This is my first time attending the 
parade and it’s a really cool event,” 
said Memo Delgado, Parkview  parent. 
“The school did a great job and it’s 
perfect weather for a parade too.” 

 Back in their roles as Masters’ of 
Ceremonies were George Schonborn, 
MVSD’s Director of Pupil  Personnel 
Services and Tony Lugo, retired 
MVSD administrator. Parkview’s 
Teacher of the Year, Olga  Gallegos 
and Classified Employee of the Year, 
Rebecca Prado were celebrated down 
the parade route and  the Parade Grand 
Marshal, Norma Berumen, former 
Parkview Office Manager rode atop a 
convertible  Mustang.  

 Viewing from the grand stands were 
MVSD Board of Education member 
Cindy Wu, Assistant  Superintendent of 
Human Resources, Roberto Lopez­
Mena, City of El Monte Councilman 
Martin Herrera,  Pat Hines from Safe 

Routes to School, as well as several 
MVSD administrators and staff 
members. 

 “We greatly appreciate our 
community coming out for our 49th 
annual parade,” said Dr. Angelica De 
La  Rosa, Parkview Principal. “So 
much work was put into this year’s 
Americanism Parade with many 
meetings  held and lots of 
manpower, and it all came together 
on this most beautiful day in 
February. Our parade is long  
standing Parkview tradition that is 
holding strong and I’m very proud of 
our students and staff for continuing  
the tradition.” 

 The Americanism Parade is the 
culminating activity to a month of 
patriotic research, writing, language 
and  activities Parkview students 
participate in during February 
encouraging their appreciation of 
America and its  freedoms. The 
school is happy to host the beloved 
parade, helping to create life­long 
memories for Parkview  students and 
families and looks forward to 
planning next year’s 50th annual 
parade.

(Story and  Photos Courtesty of  
Mountain View School District) 
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