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Target Aims for the Bullseye 
in El Monte

El Monte, a city known for its 
vibrant community and business­
friendly environment, is about to 
experience a major boost in its retail 
and dining options. Over the past year, 
city officials have been in talks with 
several major retailers, restaurants, and 
coffee houses, and the results are 
finally here. El Monte residents can 
look forward to the arrival of some 
well­known names, including Chick­
fil­A, Target, In­N­Out, Raising Cane's, 
and Starbucks.

One of the most highly anticipated 
additions to El Monte is the retail giant, 
Target. Scheduled to open its doors in 
October 2024, Target will be located at 
3610 Peck Road, occupying the former 
Sears Outlet building and two adjacent 
vacant retail buildings. The 
construction is already underway, and 
the store will offer an impressive 
127,879 square feet of retail space, 
along with ample parking for 372 
vehicles. Within the Target, residents 
can expect to find popular tenants such 
as Target Optical, CVS Pharmacy, 
Starbucks, and Ulta Beauty.

Another exciting addition to the El 

Monte landscape is Chick­fil­A. This 
beloved fast­food chain will be situated 
at 3340 Santa Anita Avenue and will 
cover an area of 851 square feet. With 
seating for 98 indoors and 44 on the 
outdoor patio, Chick­fil­A will also 
feature a convenient drive­thru capable 
of accommodating up to 29 vehicles. 
The construction for this project is 
currently underway and is expected to 

bring up to 120 full­time and part­
time jobs to the El Monte 
community. Additionally, it is 
anticipated to generate an annual 
sales tax revenue of up to $113,000, 
contributing to the growth and 
prosperity of the local economy.

The El Monte Center Drive­Thru 
Pad redevelopment project will bring
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New Lexington School and El 
Monte City School District held their 
2nd Annual Lunar New Year Festival 
on Thursday, February 8, 2024, 
inviting families and community 
members to join in the celebration. 

The festival took place at New 
Lexington and aimed to showcase the 
rich cultural heritage of the Lunar 
New Year through various activities 
and performances.

New Lexington, known as the 
central hub for the district's Mandarin 
Dual Language Immersion program, 
is dedicated to immersing students in 
Chinese language and culture. 

The Lunar New Year celebration 
provided an opportunity for students 
to share their learning and 
appreciation for Chinese and Asian 
traditions with the community.
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Visitors to the event were treated to a 
diverse range of activities that 
celebrated different cultural aspects of 
Lunar New Year. 

Traditional crafts, games, a fashion 
show, and culinary delights were just a 
few of the offerings available. Families 
were delighted by the performances 
from the Mandarin Dual Language 
classes, which showcased the students' 
language skills and cultural 
understanding.

Undoubtedly, the highlight of the 
festival was the spectacular dragon 
dance, a traditional symbol of Lunar 
New Year festivities. 

Participants marveled at the vibrant 
colors and rhythmic movements of the 
dragon as it gracefully weaved through 
the crowds, symbolizing good luck and
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New Lexington Hosts 
Lunar New Year 

Celebration in El Monte

Educator, Acclaimed 
Author Celebrates 50 

Years at Citrus College

Dale Salwak, Ph.D., once asked his 
mother what she believed to be the 
purpose of life.

"Without hesitation, she answered, 
'discovery,'" the Citrus College faculty 
member said. "And she was right. 
Every day, there are new discoveries 
waiting for us."

This optimistic outlook has come to 
define Dr. Salwak's approach to 
teaching. Celebrating a professional 
milestone few community college 
educators achieve, the popular 
language arts instructor noted that each 
one of his past 50 years at Citrus 
College has been unique.

"Each semester is different because 
the students are different and I am 
different," Dr. Salwak said. "It's a 
wonderful profession in which to grow 

and serve."
A longtime resident of La Verne, 

Dr. Salwak first joined the Citrus 
College community as a full­time 
faculty member in 1973. Raised in a 
family of educators, he was a natural. 
In fact, he quickly developed a 
reputation for having an innovative 
and engaging classroom.

Teaching classes on Shakespeare, 
the literature of the Bible, advanced 
rhetoric and English literature, to 
name a few, Dr. Salwak has 
maintained high standards for himself 
and high expectations for his students 
throughout the past five decades.

"I have continued to work at Citrus 
College because I love the courses I 
teach and the people with whom 
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Ribbon Cutting Celebrates 
Clean Mobility Art Installation

El Monte Union High School 
District's Clean Mobility in Schools 
Pilot Project will be celebrating its 
successful completion with a special 
event on Friday, February 23rd. The 
event aims to raise awareness about 
the negative impact of nearby 
freeways on the air quality in the El 
Monte community and showcase the 
district's efforts to promote clean 
transportation.

Renowned artists Lalo Alcaraz and 
Levi Ponce, along 
with media 
personality 
Alysha Del Valle, 
will be joining the 
celebration. They 
have collaborated 
on an impressive 
80­foot mural that will be unveiled 
during the event. Located on the 60 
freeway, the mural will be visible to 
tens of thousands of daily 
commuters, serving as a powerful 
reminder of the importance of 
reducing emissions and improving 
air quality.

In addition to the mural, the 
district will also showcase electric 
vehicle (EV) car wraps that promote 
the use of clean transportation. 
These wraps aim to encourage 
commuters to consider zero­
emission vehicles as a sustainable 
alternative. By showcasing these 
artistic displays, El Monte Union 
High School District hopes to inspire 
individuals to make a positive 
impact on the environment through 

their transportation choices.
Guests attending the event will have 

the opportunity to watch a screening of 
the district's new Clean Energy Careers 
animation. This animation highlights 
the various career opportunities in the 
clean energy sector and aims to inspire 
students to pursue careers in this 
growing field. By providing innovative 
career technical education modules on 
clean energy careers, El Monte Union 
High School District is equipping its 

students with the skills 
and knowledge needed 
for the jobs of the 
future.

The Clean Mobility in 
Schools Pilot Project, 
funded by a $9.8 million 
grant from the 

California Air Resources Board, has 
transformed mobility for the district. 
Through the addition of 11 electric 
school buses, 11 all­electric utility 
maintenance carts, and six electric ride­
share vehicles, El Monte Union High 
School District has not only improved 
transportation options but also 
contributed to reducing congestion and 
ensuring the safety of its students.

The completion of this project is a 
significant achievement for El Monte 
Union High School District, 
demonstrating their commitment to 
sustainability and environmental well­
being. The event serves as a platform to 
celebrate the project's success, raise 
awareness about the importance of 
clean transportation, and inspire the 
community to make greener choices.

Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid is 
Open and Accessible

By Karen Nguyen, Editor, Knights 
Banner, Arroyo High School

The 2024­25 Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid is now officially 
open and accessible.

Over 1 million students and their 
families managed to submit 
applications during the rocky soft 
launch period. The updated version of 
the application officially launched at 
the end of December, but had technical 
difficulties. Students can fill out the 
online FAFSA application using a 
computer, mobile phone or tablet. To 
complete the FAFSA, there are 
paperwork requirements that families 
need such as a Social Security number 
(if they have one), a 2022 tax return, 
tax information.

Arroyo High School’s Career 
Guidance Coordinator, Mr. George 
Reyes, helps students with college 
applications, financial aid information, 
etc. 

“FAFSA is for any student that is 
looking to get support, for the financial 
part of paying for their education after 
high school, and it’s focus on students 
who have legal status, U.S. citizen, or 
somebody that has residence status, a 
green card, or who has gone through 
the nationalization progress, born in 
another country but now is U.S. 
citizens,” stated Mr. Reyes. 

The FAFSA application helps many 
students with their financial segment 
after high school and is given to a 
student with legal status in America.

“This year, the FAFSA is going 
through a major overhaul and redesign. 

But typically the application opens 
up in October and the priority filing 
period deadline is usually March 
2nd. This year with the overhaul of 
the application, new interface 
completely, new terminology, a new 
algorithm to determine a new 
eligibility. It was delayed three 
months, so it just opened up in 
January, and there had been so many 
glitches for students trying to 
complete it. We have more students 
stuck somewhere in the process, 
waiting to have FAFSA correct 
current technical issues so they can 
proceed. We actually have students 
that have been able to get through the 
whole process,” stated Mr. Reyes

The new update of the FAFSA has 
led to some trouble for many 
students to complete the form. Some 
students have finished the process 
without any difficulties or issues. 

Emma Olivas, a senior, has 
finished her application for the 
FAFSA.

“I am applying for FAFSA because 
I am applying for college and I will 
need as much financial help as 
possible,” stated Olivas. 

Many students are applying for 
FAFSA because they need as much 
help to cover their financial 
proportion. 

“The application was pretty easy 
and quick, however, the parent portal 
part gave me a little bit of trouble, 
but overall it was a quick process,” 
stated Olivas
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Discover the Tax 
Advantage of Running a 

Home Office
Setting up a home office comes 

with its own costs that self­employed 
individuals need to consider. 
However, it also presents an 
opportunity to generate profits, 
depending on the effectiveness of 
managing the business. Financial 
handling and management are crucial 
aspects of any business, prompting 
many to seek ways to reduce 
expenses associated with a home 
office setup.

One approach to reducing costs is 
to explore potential rebates when 
purchasing basic office supplies. 
These rebates can offer significant 
savings. Additionally, signing up for 
customer loyalty programs at office 
supply stores can provide access to 
discounts. 

Another cost­saving strategy is to 
inquire among family and friends if 
they have any unused office 
equipment that could be repurposed. 
Alternatively, participating in garage 
sales can yield useful equipment at 
affordable prices.

Running a home office as a self­
employed individual can offer tax 
benefits that help alleviate the 
associated expenses. 

These tax benefits are designed to 
encourage entrepreneurship and 
support those who are unemployed in 
establishing home­based businesses. 
The key to accessing these benefits 
lies in recognizing your home office 
as a legitimate business expense.

To qualify for tax deductions, you 
must establish that you spend a 
significant amount of time working 
in your home office. This can be 
demonstrated by showing 
government officials that you have a 
designated space within your house 
solely dedicated to business purposes.

The home office should be the 

primary location where you conduct 
your business activities, such as 
meeting clients or customers. 
Alternatively, if you have a separate 
structure within your house specifically 
designated for business and work, that 
can also fulfill the requirement.

Maximizing your tax benefits 
requires attention to certain factors. 
First, you should accurately measure 
the dimensions of your home office 
space, as tax officials take this into 
account when determining the 
percentage of tax deduction. 

Secondly, it is important to register 
your business name and obtain the 
necessary licenses to ensure legal 
operations. This recognition establishes 
your business as a legitimate entity in 
the eyes of the law.

Furthermore, maintaining records and 
receipts for any transactions conducted 
within your home office is essential. 
These documents serve as proof of 
business expenses and can support your 
tax deductions. 

Finally, consider having a separate 
phone line dedicated solely to business 
purposes within your home office, as 
this can further validate the legitimacy 
of your home­based business.

By taking advantage of the tax 
benefits associated with a home office, 
self­employed individuals can 
significantly reduce expenses and 
improve their financial situation. 

Adhering to the requirements, 
keeping accurate records, and using the 
space exclusively for business purposes 
are key to maximizing savings. 
Establishing a home office can provide 
substantial financial benefits while 
supporting the growth of your business.

Please note that it is advisable to 
consult with a tax professional or 
accountant for personalized advice 
regarding your specific tax situation.

https://midvalleymedia.net
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Strategies for 
Business Survival 

During a Recession

In times of economic downturn, 
businesses face the daunting 
challenge of staying afloat amidst 
financial uncertainty. The impact of a 
recession can be severe, often leading 
to bankruptcy and closure. However, 
with strategic planning and proactive 
measures, businesses can increase 
their chances of survival. This article 
explores effective strategies that 
businesses can employ to weather the 
storm during a recession.

During a recession, customers 
become more discerning and cautious 
with their spending. Therefore, 
exceptional customer service 
becomes a crucial factor in retaining 
and attracting customers. By 
investing in staff training and 
ensuring that employees understand 
the significance of outstanding 
customer service, businesses can 
build loyalty and keep customers 
coming back, even in challenging 
times.

To improve customer service, 
consider hiring external experts to 
conduct seminars or workshops for 
your staff. If budget constraints exist, 
take the initiative to personally 
provide training sessions and 
refreshers on your products or 
services. By doing so, you empower 
your employees to effectively 
represent your business and create 
positive customer experiences.

As a business owner or manager, 
leading by example is essential. 
Demonstrate your commitment to the 
company by putting in extra hours 
and visibly showing the effort you 
put into the business. This dedication 
will inspire your employees to follow 
suit, fostering a strong work ethic 
within the organization.

During a recession, managing 
finances becomes critical for business 
survival. If you have outstanding 
loans, explore options to pay them off 
as quickly as possible. Negotiate 

longer credit periods or seek better rates 
for necessary purchases, allowing for 
greater financial flexibility. 
Additionally, consider accepting credit 
card payments to accommodate 
customers who may have reduced cash 
on hand.

To encourage sales volume during a 
recession, businesses may need to 
temporarily reduce profit margins. By 
offering competitive prices, customers 
are more likely to choose your products 
or services over those of competitors. 
Once the economic situation improves, 
profit margins can be gradually 
increased to restore profitability.

Recessions require businesses to find 
creative and cost­effective ways to 
promote their offerings. Consider 
exploring alternative advertising 
methods such as developing a company 
website or distributing flyers instead of 
investing in expensive newspaper or 
billboard ads. Embrace digital 
marketing strategies to reach a wider 
audience while minimizing costs.

Collaborating with fellow business 
owners can provide valuable insights 
and guidance during a recession. Share 
experiences and ideas with others 
facing similar challenges. By learning 
from each other's successes and 
failures, you can identify strategies that 
may be applicable to your own 
business.

The current global recession presents 
significant challenges for businesses, 
necessitating proactive measures to 
ensure survival. By prioritizing 
customer service, providing ongoing 
staff training, and managing finances 
wisely, businesses can increase their 
resilience during economic downturns. 
It is crucial to adapt to the changing 
landscape, explore innovative 
marketing approaches, and seek support 
from peers. With careful planning and 
strategic implementation, businesses 
can navigate through recessions and 
emerge stronger on the other side.

https://ramonapro.com
https://midvalleymedia.net
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THEME: THE 
OSCARS

ACROSS
1. Anti­seniors 
sentiment
6. ____ Pérignon, 
Champagne
9. Big Bang's original 
matter
13. Prefix for earliest
14. Call to Maria
15. Bob and ____
16. "Peter, Peter 
Pumpkin ____"
17. "Le ____ des 
cygnes"
18. Like yesteryear
19. *Greta Gerwig's 
Oscar nominated 
movie
21. *He's nominated 
for playing Leonard 
Bernstein

23. Nothing
24. White ____ 
shopping event
25. Federal food 
safety agency, acr.
28. It ran away with 
the spoon
30. ROTC happenings
35. Figure skating 
jump
37. Grad
39. Arrogant one
40. Archaic 
preposition
41. Passé
43. Scrubbed
44. Sugarcoating
46. Money in Mexico 
City
47. What DJs do
48. Trickery
50. Swerves
52. Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon

53. *Typical 
number of 
nominations in one 
Oscar category
55. Emergency 
responder, acr.
57. *"Nyad" 
nominee
60. *What kind of 
moon?
63. "Finnegan's 
Wake" author
64. Mother load 
offering
66. Java cotton tree
68. Artemis' 
companion
69. Fat of olives
70. *What actors do
71. Spinner's 
product
72. Wisecrack
73. Like Phoenix

DOWN
1. Cornelius of the movies
2. Snap up
3. 'I' in Greek alphabet
4. Howard of radio fame
5. Death­related
6. One of the Earnhardts
7. Spermatozoa 
counterparts
8. Muhammad's birthplace
9. Review service, 
with .com
10. Use a ladle
11. At any time
12. *"No Country for Old 
____" multi Oscar winner
15. Suitors
20. Trojan War story
22. "Just an ____­
fashioned love song"
24. Slumber
25. Fl., as in fl. oz.
26. "A Confederacy of 
____," sing.
27. Place above a ceiling
29. Dueler's strike
31. Overnight lodgings
32. Shoelace bunny ears
33. Divine saying
34. *Producer and star of 
"Poor Things"
36. *"The ____ of Interest"
38. Table hill
42. Wooden pin
45. *Like nominated ones
49. Love­love, e.g.
51. Meat­cooking 
contraption
54. Roaring of an engine
56. Hindu religious teacher
57. Forum, pl.
58. Deed hearing
59. Medical diagnostic test
60. Abe Lincoln's hat 
material
61. #20 Down, e.g.
62. Traditional learning 
method
63. *Da'Vine ____ 
Randolph
65. Orinoco or Grande
67. *Ryan Gosling's 
character

Cracker 
Barrel
by Mike McClure

So much to do. Thank you for the 
wonderful response to last week’s 
column. I love hearing from you about 
your special Valentine day 
experiences. As a senior citizen living 
a busy life, I find myself looking back 
at my younger self, wondering where 
the time has gone. Oh, don’t get me 
wrong, I am involved in many groups; 
such as church groups, social groups 
and bereavement. I have held events to 
help seniors stay active and healthy. It 
is important that we socialize. It keeps 
us in rhythm.

I hear from seniors all the time who 
tell me that they can’t get out, some no 
longer drive or don’t live near a bus 
route. To them I say poppycock! If you 
can’t get out, join a group on zoom or 
call dial –a­ride. You will be surprised 
how many options there are for day 
trips to local museums or botanical 

gardens around us.
I have 4 children, 17 grandchildren 

and 9 great grandkids spread out all 
over the country so they keep me 
busy. Profe and I like to travel.  All 
these things help keep you young, 
active and in rhythm, or as Pastor 
Patrick might say, ”more cow bell”

{Note: “more cowbell” is a 
reference to what is widely believed 
to be one of the funniest skits ever 
on Saturday Night Live.  It is a 
parody of the recording of “(Don’t 
Fear) The Reaper” by Blue Oyster 
Cult. 

Christopher Walken plays a 
legendary producer who convinces 
the group that the song needed 
“more cowbell” to liven it up. The 
song was a big hit, it had a lot of 
cowbell in it, which did liven it up 
and gave it a strong rhythm.}

(ed. note: every now and then we 
send Mike on special assignment. 
This assignement is so special, it's 
secret. It's so secret, even we don't 
know where he is...so if you see him, 
tell him to come home would you? 
Anyway, while we look for Mike, 
plesae take time and enjoy one of our 
favorites from the archives...)

so the other day was Lillian Rey’s 
birthday, Happy Birthday! Lillian is 
one of the community leaders in the 
El Monte / So El Monte area in the 
ongoing battle to provide aid to the 
homeless and needy among us. Long 
a leader of the El Monte / So. El 
Monte Emergency Resources Assoc., 
she has been tireless in her work for 
the community. 

I had the honor of serving with 
Lillian on the Rio Hondo Community 
Development Corp. Board of 
Directors, where we have 
successfully moved families who 
were living in substandard housing 
into apartments and ultimately singly 
family homes. But Lillian’s service 
to the community extends beyond 
housing into other services; food, 
clothes, etc. for those in most need. 

Working 
OverTime
by Cynthia Huizar

…President’s Day has come and 
gone.  I hope you all got out and 
enjoyed the weather because they say 
this next week will be nasty, it seems 
like the drought is over. Sunshine and I 
were going to take a short trip this 
weekend but I’m not sure, it may snow 
in the Cajon Pass and I don’t feel like 
driving through the snow or the rain. 
We will probably stay close to home. 

…The NBA All­Star game is done 
with, it was a real defensive game this 
year. The pitchers and catchers have 
already reported to Spring training with 
the rest of the baseball teams arriving 
soon so it is just a few weeks until 
baseball gets into full swing. 

Sunshine isn’t a big baseball fan but I 
might be able to talk her into going to a 
few spring training games this year.  
Don the Umpire was just over to 
Catalina Island to work a tournament 
and he is going back in April so I may 
get her to go to Avalon with me. Wish 
me luck.

Easter is fast approaching. For my 
Catholic readers, today is Ash 
Wednesday and the start of Lent. Easter 
is in 40 days, whatever your personal 
beliefs, best to all of you.  www.midvalleynews.com
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Citrus
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I work, and I derive great fulfillment 
from helping students who are all 
teeming with enormous potential," he 
said. "This is an ideal working 
environment with supportive 
management and very smart, 
dedicated colleagues."

According to Dr. Salwak, one of the 
benefits of working at Citrus College 
is that he has never encountered the 
"publish or perish" pressure that can 
be common in academia. As a result, 
he has had the freedom to write about 
topics that interest him ­ which is 
something he has definitely done!

A prolific author, Dr. Salwak has 
published 28 books, including "Living 
With a Writer" (2004); "Teaching 
Life: Letters from a Life in Literature" 
(2008); and "Writers and Their 
Mothers" (2019); as well as studies of 
Kingsley Amis, John Braine, Philip 
Larkin, Barbara Pym and Carl 
Sandburg, among others.

In 2023 alone, Dr. Salwak published 
two new books: "The Life of the 
Author: Nathaniel Hawthorne" and 
"Writers and Their Teachers."

"I worked intensively, seven days a 
week, on both books during the two­
year pandemic lockdown," Dr. Salwak 
explained. "As an author, I am 
insatiably curious with a feel for 
language and literature that has 
developed over many, many years. My 
strength is non­fiction ­ literary 
studies, biographies, memoirs, 
inspirational books, and social and 
educational commentary."

In addition to his success as an 
author and an educator, Dr. Salwak is 
also an internationally celebrated 
magician. His performances have 
taken him across several continents to 
dozens of countries. Since 1972, he 
has also been featured at the Magic 
Castle in Hollywood, where he has 

been nominated four times as Stage 
Magician of the Year.

Not surprisingly, Dr. Salwak has 
accumulated many honors and 
recognitions throughout his career. 
From being named the 2018 Citrus 
College Distinguished Faculty 
Member and receiving the Purdue 
University Distinguished Alumni 
Award to serving as a frequent 
contributor to the London Times 
Higher Education magazine and the 
Times Educational Supplement, the 
educator/author/magician has made 
his mark.

"The level of success Dr. Salwak 
has achieved in his various 
professional endeavors is quite 
impressive, and we are incredibly 
fortunate he has chosen to share his 
talents and skills with Citrus College 
for the past 50 years," said Dr. Greg 
Schulz, superintendent/president of 
Citrus College. 

According to Dr. Salwak, working 
in "significant ways" with students 
has made his career meaningful.

"As teachers, we are in classrooms 
not for ourselves, but for our 
students. It's quite profound when 
we realize that sitting there could be 
a future leader, a breakthrough 
author and so much more," he said. 

Although he is now celebrating his 
50th year in the profession, Dr. 
Salwak has no intention of slowing 
down.

"My plans for the future in all of 
my careers are to continue growing 
and seeing how far I can carry my 
work and serve others," he said. "I 
give thanks, daily, for the 
extraordinary privilege I have to be 
in this noble profession of changing 
lives."

 Target
From Page 1

three more popular food chains to 
the city. In­N­Out, Starbucks, and 
Raising Cane's will be part of this 
exciting development, located at 
3748 Peck Road. The project aims to 
provide a modernized dining 
experience that meets the evolving 
needs of consumers. Plans for the 
project include updating the site's 
landscaping and incorporating 
outdoor seating areas and green 
spaces to create a welcoming 
environment for customers. The 
project will be subject to a public 
hearing within the next five months, 
ensuring community engagement and 

input.
The arrival of these major retailers, 

restaurants, and coffee houses is not 
only a testament to El Monte's 
business­friendly policies but also a 
significant enrichment for the local 
community. The new establishments 
will bring more job opportunities, tax 
revenue, and increased options for 
shopping and dining. 

Whether it's a shopping spree at 
Target, savoring the delicious chicken 
sandwiches at Chick­fil­A, enjoying a 
cup of coffee at Starbucks, or 
indulging in the mouth­watering 
burgers at In­N­Out and Raising 
Cane's, El Monte is about to become a 
destination for retail and dining 
enthusiasts.

 Lunar New Year
From Page 1

prosperity for the year ahead.
Helen Guo­Perez, Principal of New 

Lexington, expressed her excitement 
about opening the school's doors to 
the community and sharing the joy of 
Lunar New Year. She emphasized that 
events like these not only celebrate 
cultural diversity, but also foster a 
sense of unity and understanding 
among students and families.

The 2nd Annual Lunar New Year 
Festival organized by New Lexington 
School and El Monte City School 
District exemplified the importance 
of cultural appreciation and inclusion. 
By providing a platform for students 
to showcase their knowledge and 
understanding of Chinese and Asian 

traditions, the event created an 
atmosphere of unity and celebration. 

Through activities, performances, 
and the captivating dragon dance, 
attendees were able to immerse 
themselves in the spirit of the Lunar 
New Year and gain a deeper 
understanding of its significance.

wAs the festival came to a close, 
families and community members left 
with a renewed sense of cultural 
appreciation and a shared experience 
that will be cherished for years to 
come. The success of this event serves 
as a testament to the commitment of 
New Lexington School and El Monte 
City School District in promoting 
cultural diversity and fostering an 
inclusive environment for all students 
and families.






