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Mountain View School District 
Welcomes State Treasurer Fiona Ma
The Mountain View School District 

(MVSD) in El Monte was proud to 
welcome California State  Treasurer, 
Fiona Ma, CPA, to the District on 
January 11, 2024 for a presentation on 
the fiscal challenges  facing school 
districts, as well as a tour of two of the 
District’s eight schools, providing a 
glimpse of the  dynamic teaching and 
learning that takes place each day for 
Mountain View’s 4,590 students.  

Dr. Andry, District Superintendent, 
addressed the crowd and welcomed 
everyone to the Mountain View School  
District. 

“Thank you for joining us to learn a 
little about our school district and some 
areas of priority or challenges we  face 
as we work to inspire our students and 
community. We are proud to welcome 
Fiona Ma, California State  Treasurer 
and thank her for giving us her gift of 
time and continuing to demonstrate her 
passion for education  and the 
wellbeing of Californians overall,” said 
Dr. Andry. 

Dr. Andry and District 
Administrators, with the support of 

Board of Education President, 
Christian Diaz, and  Board Members, 
Veronica Sifuentes and Cindy Wu, 
delivered a presentation on Robust and 
Stable Funding  for Schools ­ Fiscal 
Challenges Amid Declining Enrollment 
and a Daily Attendance Funding Model 
and  showcased the priority areas 
regarding school funding/budgets that 
provide extreme challenges to MVSD 
and  school districts across the state. 
Among the priority areas shared were 
declining enrollment, absenteeism,  
restricted funding, increased pension 
liability, deferred funding and equity 
for students.  

According to Darin De Knikker, 

MVSD’s Associate Superintendent of 
Business Services and Strategic 
Planning, the state’s Local Control 
Funding Formula (LCFF), which is 
the plan that determines school 
funding, does not  support the basic 
operational needs of district’s with 
declining enrollment like Mountain 
View. 

“With LCFF, school districts are 
funded based on enrollment so 
district’s like ours which have been 
experiencing  several years of 
declining enrollment face many 
fiscal challenges. Along with the 
decline in enrollment,  absenteeism
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Baldwin Park residents are 
encouraged to participate in a 
community engagement meeting 
organized by the City of Baldwin 
Park Stakeholders Oversight 
Committee (SOC). The meeting aims 
to gather input and ideas on how to 
best allocate the revenues generated 
by Measure BP, a 3/4 cent sales tax 
approved by voters in November 
2022.

The community engagement 
meeting is scheduled to take place on 
Thursday, January 18, from 6 to 7:30 
p.m. at the Foster Elementary School 
cafeteria. The SOC, responsible for 
overseeing Measure BP funds, will be 
present to listen to residents' 
suggestions and proposals regarding 
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the allocation of the tax revenues.
Betsy Lara, Chair of the SOC, 

expressed her excitement about the 
upcoming meeting, stating, "We 
welcome all Baldwin Park residents to 
this meeting and look forward to the 
ideas and proposals they bring to the 
table. We value our community's input 
and view it as essential to determining 
the best and most impactful plan for 
Measure BP funds."

The SOC's final recommendations, 
which will be based on the public input 
collected during this engagement 
meeting and prior meetings, will be 
presented to the Baldwin Park City 
Council. Measure BP is expected to 
generate approximately $6 million per
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Baldwin Park Seeks 
Resident Input on 

Measure BP Investment

Foothill Gold Line 
Leadership Stays in 

Place as 2024 Begins

At their January meeting today, 
Claremont Council Member Ed Reece 
and Glendora Mayor Mendell 
Thompson began the new year by 
assuming their roles as Chair and Vice 
Chair (respectively) of the Foothill 
Gold Line Construction Authority 
Board of Directors. Their unanimous 
reelection last month by their peers 
signifies the confidence placed in their 
leadership as the agency navigates a 
critical phase.

The ongoing construction of the 
westernmost 9.1­mile, four­station 
project segment from Glendora to 
Pomona has surpassed 80 percent 
completion. The Construction 
Authority is now initiating the process 
to hire a design­build contractor for the 
final 3.2­mile, two­station project 

segment, which includes the 
Claremont and Montclair stations.

Chair Reece expressed optimism 
for the year ahead, stating, "I believe 
this year will be an historic year for 
the Foothill Gold Line, and I am 
incredibly proud of the progress we 
are making. We will complete 
construction on the four­station 
segment from Glendora to Pomona 
and be ready to turn it over to Metro 
in the first week of 2025. By the end 
of this year, the Construction 
Authority will also be close to hiring 
the contractor to build the final two­
station segment, bringing us one 
major step closer to fulfilling the 
agency's legislative mandate."

Both Chair Reece and Vice Chair
GOLD LINE >> PAGE 7
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El Monte Union Honors 
Adult Transition Graduates 
at Winter Commencement

Seven graduates from El Monte 
Union High School District’s 
(EMUHSD) Adult Transition 
Program were celebrated with joy 
and applause for their academic 
accomplishments and successes 
during a winter commencement 
ceremony held on December 21.

 In the presence of families, 
friends, the Board of Trustees, and 
District administrators and staff, the 
ceremony showcased heartfelt 
moments as graduates Jolin Duong, 
Gabriel Escobar, Edgar Valdez, 
Edwin Huaracha­Campos, Andrea 
Montano, Dominiak Morrow and 
Fatima Santellan walked across the 
stage to receive their certificates of 
completion.

“During their time in our program, 
these graduates have overcome 
challenges with determination, 
positivity and have exhibited 
remarkable growth,” EMUHSD 
Adult Transition Program 
Department Chair Tiffany Walters 
said during the ceremony. “As I 
watched each of you transition into 
the adults that are now leaving us 
today, it has filled me with so much 
pride and excites me for what is to 
come in the next step of your lives. 
Congratulations to all our graduates, 
we wish you all the best of luck in 

your future endeavors and you will 
surely be missed.”

The District's Adult Transition 
Program provides students ages 18 to 
22 with mild to severe disabilities an 
opportunity to transition from high 
school to adulthood. The coursework 
focuses on developing skills that foster 
independence, covering personal care, 
bill payment, shopping, socializing, 
transportation and home maintenance.

Additionally, the District's 
WorkAbility I Program helps students 
receive comprehensive pre­employment 
training and employment placement. 
The program aims to provide valuable 
work experience and opportunities for 
employment.

"On behalf of the District, I’d like to 
extend our warmest congratulations to 
Jolin, Gabriel, Edgar, Edwin, Andrea, 
Dominiak and Fatima on their well­
earned achievements. May you always 
remember that you are loved and cared 
for throughout the El Monte Union 
community,” Superintendent Dr. 
Edward Zuniga said. “The success of 
our graduates reflects the dedication 
and collaborative efforts made by our 
parents, families, staff and 
administration of the Adult Transition 
Program. Thank you for your continued 
support!” 

Graduate Organizes Toy 
Drive for Children's Hospital 

Los Angeles
Leslie Maldonado, a Class of 2019 

graduate of South El Monte High 
School (SEMHS), teamed up with her 
former educators from SEMHS, 
foreign language teacher Ramon Lopez 
and social science teacher and 
Advancement Via Individual 
Determination (AVID) coordinator 
Erick Escamilla, to launch a toy drive 
to benefit cancer patients at Children's 
Hospital Los Angeles. As a two­time 
Osteosarcoma survivor, Maldanado 
said she felt it was her turn to give 
back to a cause close to her heart 
during the holiday season.

“There were times when I was 
extremely tired and had to spend the 
holidays in the hospital. I would like to 
thank my family, Mr. Lopez and Mr. 
Escamilla for always being there for 
me, allowing me the grace to take it 
easy while also pushing me to succeed 
and make it to my senior year,” 

Maldanado said. “It feels amazing to 
say I am four years cancer free now 
and I believe it is my duty to spread 
the holiday cheer and share the joy 
with others.” 

SEMHS Associated Student Body 
members, AVID students and the 
school community quickly rallied 
behind Maldonado, collecting more 
than 300 toys for the Children’s 
Hospital.

“I am so grateful and proud to be a 
part of this amazing effort,” 
Escamilla said. “Leslie deserves all 
the credit. She knows first­hand how 
lonely patients might feel [during the 
holidays] and she did not want the 
kids to go without having at least one 
present to open. Thank you to 
everyone who donated and made a 
difference in the lives of these 
children.”

EMUHSD: There's an App 
For That

El Monte Union High School District 
(EMUHSD) reminds our readers about 
the release of their new mobile app, 
designed to provide students, parents, 
and staff with easy access to important 
school information and updates. 

With this integrated app, users can 
connect to the El Monte Union High 
School District and its schools all in 
one place. 

The app offers personalized features 
for students, parents, and staff. By 
logging in, users can access 
customized content and notifications 
that are specifically tailored to their 
needs. 

This personalized approach allows 
for a more efficient and effective 
communication experience.

Users can easily indicate their 
preferred language, and all content, 
including notifications, will be 
provided in the chosen language. 

To take advantage of this valuable 

resource, simply visit the App Store 
on your mobile device and search for 
"EMUHSD Mobile App." 

Download and install the app today 
to stay informed, connected, and 
engaged with the El Monte Union 
High School District.

Don't miss out on important school 
news and updates. Stay connected by 
downloading the EMUHSD Mobile 
App and access all the features and 
information you need, right at your 
fingertips.
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THEME: 
GEOGRAPHY 101

ACROSS
1. Village People's 
"____ Man"
6. Certain tray content
9. Little bit, in Mexico
13. Ammo in a quiver, 
sing.
14. Geological Society 
of America
15. Young eel
16. Song of praise
17. Snowy ____ or 
great horned ____
18. Must­haves
19. *Strait between 
Russia and Alaska
21. *Smallest of the 
Great Lakes
23. Crime scene 

evidence
24. Peter the Great, 
e.g.
25. Consumer­
protecting org.
28. Skiing helmet 
manufacturer
30. Mother­of­pearl, 
pl.
35. Type of sail, pl.
37. #29 Down 
anagram
39. Like Raphael's 
cherubs
40. Face shape
41. Tie with a 
morning coat
43. Dwarf buffalo
44. Short version
46. "At ____, soldier"
47. Supposed giant 
Himalayan

48. Drool
50. Swimming hole
52. D.C. V.I.P.
53. Jim Acosta's 
announcement
55. *Baltic ____
57. *0º latitude
61. *Bay east of 
India
64. Cuban dance
65. John Keats' "To 
Autumn," e.g.
67. Fortune teller's 
card
69. Jeered
70. China's 
drinkable export
71. Bird­related
72. Dick and Jane's 
dog
73. "Slippery" tree

74. Lean, past tense

DOWN
1. *Atlas page
2. Speedy steed
3. First Nation nation
4. Squirrel away
5. Possessing
6. Full of excitement
7. *Opposite of NNE
8. Saintly rings
9. Guilty, e.g.
10. Last word on walkie­
talkie
11. Ghana money
12. Guesstimate phrase (2 
words)
15. Catch in a snare
20. Nigerian money
22. A Bobbsey twin
24. Steel on boots, pl.
25. *Inlet in Norway
26. Abalone seeker
27. Olden day calculators
29. *Compass ____
31. TV personality Aiken
32. Ancient Scandinavian 
characters
33. What actors do
34. *Iberian Peninsula 
country
36. Serb or Croat
38. Comme ci, comme ça
42. Past or present
45. Group of five
49. Actor DiCaprio
51. Like floss
54. "That's all she ____"
56. Tequila source
57. Work units
58. Wisecrack
59. Rounded protuberance
60. Aid in crime
61. Show pleasure
62. Cantatrice's offering
63. Student aid
66. *Tierra ____ Fuego
68. Big bang maker, acr.

Cracker 
Barrel
by Mike McClure

So much to do, January is already 
half over. Profe and I started the Year 
nice, we had my little brother Charlie 
and beautiful girlfriend Melanie over. 

Profe cooked a prime rib with the 
fixings. My best friend Flora came by 
and we all had a great day, it was an 
amazing way to start the New Year.

Now it is time to settle down and 
start planning our next adventure. We 
go to Yuma each year in February for a 
conference and I like to go the annual 
Date Festival in Indio which is also in 
February. 

Last year Profe took me out to 
dinner and a show for Valentine Day 
so this year I suggested we stay home 
and he could cook something (I love to 
see a man cook) and he agreed. Don’t 
know what it will be but it will be 
good. 

Yuma is interesting, Profe has 
friends there and so the conference 
will be fun and I am glad the Date 
Festival is back. It was shut down for a 
couple of years like so many other 

events due to COVID. 
This year as part of my Valentine 

present Profe is taking me to the 
Demolition Derby at the Festival, 
isn’t he romantic? He’s also taking 
me to a Roaring Twenty’s dance at 
the center here in Rancho 
Cucamonga. 

So January is half over, February 
is booked, pretty soon we have 
Easter and then I need to start 
planning our wedding! It’s not until 
August of 2025 but time has a way 
of catching up to you. 

Oh, before I forget, did you see my 
homie CJ Stroud play the other day? 
The greatest performance by a 
rookie in a playoff game. 

Yes, my homie, before being the 
quarterback for the Houston Texans, 
and before Ohio State, he was the 
quarterback at Rancho Cucamonga 
High School. 

I may not follow sports but I do 
follow anyone from here in Rancho! 

Happy rest of the year.

…so the other day marked the 
anniversary of the death of one of the 
more colorful characters of the old 
west. Wyatt Earp died on January 13, 
1929. 

Best known, now, for his 
participation in the gunfight at OK 
Corral in Tombstone where he along 
with two of his brothers and Doc 
Holiday killed three men. 

According to all of the movies, 
Wyatt was the central figure in the 
conflict but actually his brother Virgil 
was a Deputy US Marshal and the 
Tombstone City Marshal at the time. 

It was Virgil that initiated the 
action, Wyatt Earp was there to back 
up his brother. But books and movies 
over the years have made him the 
hero.

But, that’s more recent. Almost 
forgotten is he was widely believed 
to have been the key to throwing the 
heavyweight championship fight 
between Fitzsimmons and Sharkey 
years later. 

Earp was the referee, he had 
officiated several small time fights 

Working 
OverTime
by Cynthia Huizar

but nothing as big as Fitzsimmons vs 
Sharkey in San Francisco (where 
fighting was illegal at the time). 

Wyatt Earp entered the ring with a 
pistol under his coat but was asked to 
give it up by the Chief of Police (who, 
along with thousands of others, 
happened to be at this illegal fight). 

Fitzsimmons was clearly the better 
fighter that day, with his speed and 
skills he was all over the heavier, 
slower Sharkey, until he landed a shot 
to Sharkey’s body which Sharkey’s 
corner immediately called low. 

At first Fitzsimmons was amused by 
Sharkey’s antics, as was much of the 
crowd. Amusement quickly changed to 
anger when Wyatt Earp declared it a 
foul and disqualified him giving the 
championship to Sharkey.

The stink of that call followed Wyatt 
Earp to his grave. It was widely 
believed that he had been paid to throw 
the fight to Sharky. 

So you decide, good guy or not, it 
doesn’t really matter. Wyatt Earp is 
certainly one of the more colorful men 
of the old west.
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Gold Line
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Thompson have served on the 
board for several years, witnessing 
the project's advancement from final 
design to significant construction 
progress between Glendora and 
Pomona. Despite the challenges 
posed by the COVID­19 pandemic, 
the construction segment remains on 
schedule and within budget, with an 
expected completion date in early 
January 2025. In 2023, the Pomona 
to Montclair project segment was 
identified as LA County's top priority 
for state funding. It was subsequently 
included in LA Metro's SB125 
funding request, securing full 
funding in late December 2023. In 
2024, the Construction Authority will 
launch a 15­month process to hire a 
design­build contractor for the final 
project segment, ultimately 
enhancing transportation options for 
commuters in the San Gabriel Valley 
and the Inland Empire.

Chair Reece emphasized the 
significance of completing the 

project, stating, "It will expand 
mobility opportunities by providing a 
reliable and sustainable transit option 
that connects people to their daily 
destinations, reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions and improving the quality of 
life for our residents, workers, students, 
and visitors. On behalf of Vice Chair 
Thompson, I would like to express our 
gratitude to our colleagues for their 
continued confidence in us and their 
unwavering dedication to realizing the 
vision of this important project."

The Foothill Gold Line board 
comprises elected and appointed 
representatives from various areas 
along the project corridor. In addition 
to Chair Reece and Vice Chair 
Thompson, the board includes Pomona 
Mayor and Metro Board Member Tim 
Sandoval, La Verne Mayor Tim 
Hepburn, Ontario Council Member 
Alan Wapner (non­voting), Pasadena 
Council Member Gene Masuda (non­
voting), and South Pasadena 
representative Dan Evans (non­voting). 
Currently, the City of Los Angeles and 
Governor appointees remain vacant.

Fiona Ma
From Page 1

and the significant rise in pension 
costs have really strained school 
districts.” 

MVSD administrators shared a few 
of the mitigation efforts the District has 
taken to address the fiscal challenges 
including the closure of four schools in 
2021 and the implementation of 
positive attendance outreach, chronic  
attendance programs, increased student 
supports with mental health and social 
emotional services, the  Community 
Schools Planning Grant, as well as 
enrichment and extended learning 
opportunities. 

El Monte Mayor, Jessica Ancona, and 
South El Monte Mayor, Gloria Olmos, 
joined other guests for a post­
presentation tour of Miramonte 
Elementary. They boarded one of the 
District's electric school buses to 
witness the various sports and 
recreation programs offered after 
school. 

The group then traveled to Parkview 
School where they  observed the After 
School Mandarin Enrichment Program, 
the City of El Monte’s Parks and 
Recreation  basketball and cheerleading 
programs, as well as Think Together’s 
after school offerings. Students and 
staff  from both schools welcomed the 
distinguished visitors with enthusiastic 
cheers and were proud to highlight their 
programs. 

“I like to go out to the community to 
see and hear what the folks are excited 
about and what the challenges  are,” 
said Ma. “Today was a great 
opportunity for me to hear about some 
of the issues facing the Mountain  View 
School District and I really enjoyed 
touring the schools. Education is the 
great equalizer and gives more  
opportunities and we all know that our 
next generation ­ it is up to them. We 
depend on them to make sure  they are 
educated, they can get good jobs, they 
can pay taxes, and they can own a 

home, everything is all  connected. 
We need to get back to prioritizing 
our youth and as State Treasurer I do 
a lot with public  education whether 
its funding directly or indirectly.” 

State Treasurer Ma thanked 
MVSD’s team, the city officials, 
school board members and 
legislative  representatives for their 
service and stated she looks forward 
to partnering with El Monte and 
South El Monte  to bring back 
families and slow the decline in 
enrollment in order to reinvigorate 
the schools. 

“At the state level we need to 
provide more additional funding 
because of the per pupil spending 
criteria and  the local control 
formulas I know need to be 
tweaked,” said Ma. “The more that 
you advocate and lobby the  more 
that will get done to benefit your 
school district and our kids and 
families.” 

Concluding the event, Dr. Andry 
and Board Member, Cindy Wu 
presented Fiona Ma with a certificate 
of  appreciation, thanking her for her 
time and support which enables 
MVSD to continue its mission of 
inspiring  each student to succeed 
every day. 

MVSD appreciates those who 
joined in the special event with State 
Treasurer, Fiona Ma including El 
Monte  Mayor, Jessica Ancona, 
Mayor Pro Tem, Dr. Julia Ruedas 
and Councilmember, Marisol Cortez, 
South El  Monte Mayor, Gloria 
Olmos, District Representative for 
Senator Susan Rubio, Karla 
Cardenas, as well as El  Monte 
Union High School District Board 
Members, Qui Nguyen and Estela 
Torres de Siegrist, El Monte City  
School District Board Member, 
David Siegrist, Rosaelva Lomeli, Rio 
Hondo College Trustee and Theresa  
Dryfuss, former President of Rio 
Hondo College. 

 Baldwin Park
From Page 1

year in local tax revenue, providing 
new opportunities for community 
investment and addressing crucial 
needs.

City Councilmember Daniel 
Damian emphasized the importance 
of citizen participation, stating, "We 
strongly encourage citizens of 
Baldwin Park to take advantage of 

this opportunity to share their priorities 
for this vital resource. Measure BP will 
provide new opportunities to invest in 
the community and address our most 
important needs."

The meeting will include 
refreshments, and residents are 
encouraged to attend and voice their 
opinions. For additional information or 
any questions, residents can contact the 
SOC at (626) 813­5245, Ext. 317.
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